
Friends of Littlemoor Park. 

Petition presentation Tuesday 15th January. 

You must all be aware by now that Littlemoor Park was gifted to the inhabitants of 

Queensbury by the Foster Family and that Neil Foster, grandson of Edith Foster recently re-

dedicated the park in the presence of our Lord Mayor to the people of Queensbury. In his 

speech he said  

"It is a bombshell that the Council intend to seek a change in the Deed of Gift to enable them 

to build a crematorium on part of the site. The park was given by my grandmother and her 

two sons to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of George V and to act as a “green lung” for 

those living in Queensbury and the surrounding heavily industrialised areas. I speak, as a 

grandson, for the Foster family in saying that the Council’s approach is completely against 

the spirit of the family’s gift and should be strongly resisted.” 

Today, we will present our petition to mark the start of what will become, if necessary, a 
sustained resistance to the potential plans for Littlemoor. 

Littlemoor is described by Bradford Council as a 'Site of Conservation Importance' and a 
Bradford Wildlife Area to be used as a place for the 'Quiet enjoyment of nature'. 

What many don’t know is that the site is further listed as A Priority Habitat Network by the 
forestry Commission and a Deciduous Woodland Priority Habitat by Nature England. These 
additional listings, found on the government’s own inventory maps, highlight the fact that 
Littlemoor is part of a connecting network for wildlife. To eliminate this priority habitat 
would not only be devastating to wildlife -  More to the point, you will not be able to replace 
this type of network habitat should it be lost, a point that we believe should be high on the 
agenda of even a desktop feasibility study. The environmental value of this land as an 
individual parcel is high, as part of a priority network, that value soars.  

To add to this important point, the NE9 building status of the park states that "development 
would not be permitted unless it can be clearly demonstrated the development outweighs 
the need to safeguard the conservation value of the site."  

Changing the use of the site not only flouts the gift deed and the NE9 status, it destroys a 
recognised habitat network and signals a lack of deference to the very family who gifted it, 
the opinions of the beneficiaries, and the special habitat used and lived in by many rare and 
rapidly declining species.   

As a group, we asked for, yet have not been given, the opportunity to study the criteria used 
for the site feasibility exercise. What we do know, is that the initial desktop exercise has 
identified strengths and weaknesses with Littlemoor described as having only “low level 
constraints”.  



The low level constraints the feasibility exercise identified are understandably related to the 
physical site and no doubt include access, site preparation and infrastructure. 

Perhaps a visit to Queensbury during autumn and winter – and at times even spring! might 
add to those list of constraints. at 1100ft above sea level and lying above the snow line 
Queensbury really is the place of dread for motorists and a hotspot for adverse weather and 
disruption on its roads.. 

In reality, the constraints that should have prevented Littlemoor from consideration in the 
first place appear to have been casually ignored. 

 By continuing to consider Littlemoor the Council are demonstrating that: 

• The constraints that exist to protect the site from development are viewed as 
insignificant, and 

• The constraints that were placed in the deed - signed by both the Council and the 
Foster family in good faith, now seem worthless. 

Littlemoor, despite its protective constraints is the perfect site for a crematorium, if, that is, 
you continue to view those constraints as incidental. 

Pursuing this process not only exposes the Trustees and the Council to reputational risk, it 
destroys the legitimacy of any protective deeds, site statuses or the opinions of the Charity’s 
beneficiaries.  

Our petition, including the border postcodes and those signatures from further afield is still 
growing at over 3000. Day by day, our campaign is getting more attention and now, despite 
advice from Council officers to hold back on campaigning, we have begun what will also be 
described as a sustained effort. Our aim is to ensure that our community does not lose what 
we know to be a unique and irreplaceable asset. The consequences of keeping Littlemoor on 
‘the list’ are irreversible and the weight of responsibility to protect it should lie with all of us 
here today.  

The power to allow development in the park lies in the hands of the Charity Commission.  

The power to remove it from the list of contenders is in the hands of the Trustees.   

We now ask that you consider our petition: 

Littlemoor Park belongs to the inhabitants of Queensbury who stand with the Foster family 
and demand that it remains as it was intended - a "Green Lung" for Queensbury for 
generations to come. We expect our Council to respect the deeds, the statuses and listings 



attached to the site and in doing so, behave in the best interest of the Charity by removing it 
immediately from the list of potential sites for a Crematorium.  
 

  


